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What is Mastery?









Teaching for Mastery
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335158/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Mathematics_220714.pdf


How do we 

teach for 

mastery?



In Reception

Continuous provision learning

Whole class input for the small step 

of learning.

 Child-initiated learning or adult-led 

learning.

Adults assess learning by 

observation, questioning and 

outcome.







A Review of previous learning –

White Rose Flashback 4. 

Four questions a day that help 

ensure essential skills are regularly 

revisited to strengthen retention.

This takes no more than 5-8 

minutes including a discussion 

about answers and methods. 



A question 

from the 

previous 

day

A question 

from the 

previous 

week

A question 

from 2-3 

weeks ago

A question 

from last 

term

Daily practice of 

number, time or 

shape.



Main part of the lesson 35-40 minutes

Teaching input 

White Rose slides

Introduces vocabulary, encourages 

curiosity, generates ideas and 

makes links with previous learning.

It also enables teachers to assess 

understanding through questioning.



Year 1 example



Year 2 example



Teaching happens in small steps.

We are embedding an episodic way 

of teaching where there is a small 

amount of input and then pupils 

complete an independent activity 

that practices the small step.



There is then a mini-plenary when 

methods and answers are shared.

 This allows time to address 

misconceptions and gauge if 

progress has been made.

The next small step of learning is 

introduced and practised.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu

VbXzA3pBI 1.05

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuVbXzA3pBI
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