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Established by the UK Safer Internet Centre (UKSIC), Safer
Internet Day is celebrated around the world. This year, on

Tuesday 7th February 2023, it was celebrated with the theme:
 ‘Want to talk about it? Making space for conversations

about life online’ 
Safer Internet Day provides us with a great opportunity to

have a conversation with our children about their online lives
as well as provide us with an opportunity to brush up on our
own knowledge of all things online with lots of resources and

online activities available. See below for some links to
websites with more information on how you can get involved:
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Have you set up appropriate settings on
your broadband/Wi-Fi? Most broadband
providers include parental controls for
free as part of their broadband
package, which means that any device
that connects to your Wi-Fi will be
protected by any controls you set up.
Find out how to set yours up here:

Sky:
Sky Broadband Buddy | Sky Help |
Sky.com

BT:
How to keep your family safe online
with BT Parental Controls and the
different blocking categories | BT Help

Talk Talk:
Keeping your Family Safe - TalkTalk
Help & Support

Virgin:
Parental Controls and Web Safety for
Children | Virgin Media

Remember, children may have
devices that use mobile data, so they
won’t always be connected to your
wifi. Ensure you set up parental

controls on these devices too.
Further information:
Parental controls offered by your home
internet provider - UK Safer Internet
Centre

The UK Safer Internet Centre (UKSIC)Resources
As usual, the UKSIC have created some fantastic resources,
which includes top tips, quizzes, how to talk about difficult
topics and what to do if something goes wrong. Find out more
here:Parents and carers - UK Safer Internet Centre

Internet Matters
Lots of top tips to support your child and interactive tools
to support conversation. You can find out more here: Safer
Internet Day 2023 - Conversation resources | Internet
Matters

The NSPCC provide fantastic advice on how to start
conversations about Online Safety with your child,
including how to tackle difficult conversations. You can
find out more here: Teaching Your Child about Internet &
Online Safety | NSPCC

Barnett Wood Infant School

https://www.sky.com/help/articles/sky-broadband-buddy-start
https://www.bt.com/help/security/how-to-keep-your-family-safe-online-with-bt-parental-controls-an
https://community.talktalk.co.uk/t5/Keeping-your-Family-Safe/bd-p/kfshub
https://www.virginmedia.com/broadband/parental-control
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parental-controls-offered-by-your-home-internet-provider
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2023/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/safer-internet-day/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
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Check the age ratings: Minecraft is rated by PEGI as 7+ or 12+ 
depending on which game version you are playing. The App store 

rate it as 9+ and the Google Play store rate it as 10+. 

Multiplayer – children can interact with others (including strangers), you can switch this option off
within settings or choose to play offline.
Block and report players – if your child is playing with others, make sure they know how to block
and report players within the game.
Additional purchases – be aware of in app purchases and the purchase of additional items (skin
packs) to support (although not needed) game play.

Minecraft remains ever popular and can be a great learning tool that is often used in schools to teach
planning skills, recreate famous buildings in 3D and coding. Players use building blocks (a bit like Lego)
to create their own worlds. 

Which mode?
You can choose between Creative or Survival mode - creative mode removes the survival elements of the
game (no mobs appearing at night) so may be a more appropriate mode for your child to play.

What else do I need to be aware of?

What parents need to know about: MINECRAFT

* It is important to remember that when rating games, PEGI do not take into
consideration the communication features of a game. Minecraft does include a chat

facility, which adds further risks of seeing inappropriate language/content. This can be
switched off.

In addition, protect your child’s
privacy by using a nickname (don’t
include their age/birth year)
rather than their real name for
their profile and chat to your
child to make sure that when
playing online they know not to
share personal information. 
Also, make sure they know they
can talk to you or a trusted adult
if anybody or anything is making
them feel uncomfortable.

For more information, read the article on the
NSPCC Online Safety blog:

'Is Minecraft safe for children?'

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/is-minecraft-safe-for-children/



